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A written assignment for freshmen to self-monitor their motivation

for learning their specialized subjects
in Math and Science Foundation curriculum
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Kanazawa Institute of Technology (KIT) has launched its 5th educational reform
since 2012. One of the main objectives of this reform is to ensure a smooth
transition from fundamental education to professional education. In the Math and
Science Academic Foundations Programs, some curriculum reforms are in
progress.

In the freshman’s classes in Math and Science Foundation curriculum, the
author set the freshman students written assignments to investigate the
documents of “mathematical knowledge” in their as-yet unfamiliar specialized
fields. These assignments aim to make the students self-monitor their motivation
to learn their specialized fields and recognize the necessity to study the
foundations of math and science.

This paper reports the details of the assignments, the themes of the students’
assignments and the results of the questionnaire to the students.
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