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The Eco-House Design Proposal Project is a regionally-oriented
education and research project at the Kanazawa Institute of Technology.
The project engages a group composed primarily of second- and
third-year students from the Department of Architecture in a series of
activities related to eco-houses (ecologically sustainable housing), which
will be increasingly important in coming years. Students begin by
visiting the Ishikawa Eco-house, which is owned by the Ishikawa
Prefectural Government, and Kanazawa Machiya in Yuwaku Edomura,
which i1s owned by the Kanazawa Municipal Government, where they
observe and survey the architecture. Based on these visits, the students
develop research agendas, investigate measures for controlling the
thermal and visual environments, and ultimately produce their own
design proposals. The present study focuses on the achievements made
in Architectural Integrated Exercises A (third year, first semester) and
B (third year, second semester), which are specialized experimental and
practical courses in the Department of Architecture, as well as
extracurricular activities, from the perspectives of the educational
impact of the project as determined by supporting teachers, and its
learning effectiveness as experienced by participating students. We also
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describe the contents of a public presentation of student work held at

the end of the school year and review the results of a questionnaire

handed out at the presentation concerning the need for regional

cooperation and other issues.

Keywords: Department of Architecture, eco-house, design proposal,
educational impact, learning effectiveness
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